132     VII. Seki's contemporaries and possible Western influences.
published   his   Tengen  Shinan   or   Treatise   on   the   Celesti; Element Method.   In this his method of finding the area of circle is distinctly Western (Fig. 31),  although it is so simp] as to claim no particular habitat
This list is rather meaningless in itself, without furtru description of the works arid a statement of their influenc upon Japanese mathematics, and hence it may be thought t be of no value. It is inserted, however, for two purpose: first, that it might be seen that the Seki period, whether throng Seki's influence or not, whether through the incipient influx c Western ideas or because of a spontaneous national awakening was a period of special activity; and second, that it might b shown that out of a considerable list of contemporary writer only those who in some way came under Seki's influenc attained to any great prominence.
We now turn to the second and more important questioi did Seki and his contemporaries receive an impetus from th West? Did the Dutch traders, who had a monopoly of th legitimate intercourse with mercantile Japan, carry to th scholars of Nagasaki and vicinity, where the Dutch wer permitted to trade, some knowledge of the great advance i mathematics then taking place in the countries of Europe Did the Jesuit missionaries in China, who had followed Mate Ricci in fostering the study of mathematics in Peking, succeei in transmitting some inkling of their knowledge across th China Sea? Or did some adventurous scholar from Japan ris! death at the order of the Shogun,1 and venture westward ii some trading ship bound homewards to the Netherlands? Thes* are some of the questions that arise, and which there ar< legitimate reasons for asking, but they arc questions that futur research will have more definitely to answer. Sonic materia for a reply exists, however, and the little knowledge that wi have may properly be mentioned as a basis for future in vestigation.
It has for some time been known, for instance, that ther<
* Even tlie importation of foreign books was suppressed in  1630.